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National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Tax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lingz;

The Recreational Fishing Allance (RFA) is a national, grassrots politi

vidual sport fighermen and the sport fishing industry: As a > ember of the RFA, 1 respectiu

the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. -

: First, NMFS must address the co mercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occtt

_opening these waters to directed fishebies. Extensive coastal migrations of s

- Adlantic EEZ and many of these fish iire Jarge breeders. D

§ Gures that hold forage and use these afeas as winter feeding grounds. This make

i commercial fishing gear such as gillndts, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pai

obscrvations have shown that there isalready 2 significant amount

mercial bycatch, It would not be app riate to remove the moratonur until this is addressed.

3 Second, as Amendmient 6 of the tlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan stat f
the relative lack of larger fish in the sock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ are larger females. Lifting the

maratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larget fish, which Amendrment & seeks 1©

enhance. Thus, the long-term sustain[agi]ity of the stock would be threatencd.

-Striped bass are far too valuable t4 the recreational fishing sector and coastal
to continue the striped bas

opening the EEZ at this time. 1 stropgly urge NMFS
indefinitely or until time in which wk more clearty understand the consequences

Respectflly Submittcd: ‘ L Z/{’ /M

< harvest moratorium in the
of ite removal.
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Anne Lange SRR
Chief, Srate-Federal Fishenies Division BT b
Office of Gustainable Fisheries - e T
Mational Marine Fisheries Service e
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Sprng, D 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange,

The Reercational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots olitical action erganization representing indi-
vidua] eport fishermen and “he sport fishing idustty: Ag g member of the RFA, | respecfully urge NMFS to keep
the EEZ closed 10 smiped bass fishing- -

First, NMFS must address the coimmercial bycarch of grriped bass that is alrcady oecutring i the EEZ before -
opening these waters o digeeted fisherics. Fxtensive coastal migrations of striped bags occur Tnnually in the Mid-
Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During thes¢ migrations, SEPErs aggregate on botrom fea-
rures that hold forage and use these areas as winter foeding grounds. This akes large numbers of Dase vulncrable to
commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, emnall and lazge mesh crawls, mid-water reawls and pair rawls. On the water
observations have shows that there is alrcady 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to com-
mercial bycatch. It would not be approptiate to FEMOVe the ynoratosium until this 18 addressed.

Second, 25 Amendment b of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan statcs, thefe 4r¢ CoNCerns about
the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in t EEZ are larger females. Lifting the
moratorium would place an incregscd pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which mendrment 6 seeks ta
enhanee. Thus, the Ifong-term sustainability of the stock would be threatened,

$triped bass are faf w0 valuable 1o the recreational fiehing sector and coastal communities 10 bé compromised by

opening the EEZ at this ume. 1 strongly wge NMFS to continue the stziped bass harvest moratotium in the EEZ
indefimtely or untl ume ir, which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,

- 4
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Ms. Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
WNational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

VIA FACSIMILE 301-713-0596
Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the spori fishing industry. As a member of the RFA,
I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occuuming in the
EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmmually in the EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom features that hold forage and use these areas as winter
feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulnerable to commercial fishing gear such

a5 gillnets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair trawls. On the water

observations have shown that there is already a significant arnount of striped bass mortality in the

EEG due to commercia] bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this

15 addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 of the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan states, there are
concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass in the EEZ
are larger females. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of
older, larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tmn sustainability of the

stock would be threatened.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to be
compromised by opemng the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ indefinitely or until time in which we more clearly understand the -

consequences of its removal.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
tigrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic FEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders. During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to
commercial nets. On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium unti! this is addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus thc long-term susta;mablhty of the stock
would be threatened.

P\thhmmora, an open harvest of stripﬁd bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rata to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased ¢ffort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimum size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal
communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to
continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

" Respectfully Submitted,

M MNaepeisn
é‘gn“ffvg‘ V. Mathias

618 Hemlock Court
Bensalem PA 19020
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Address
Cafder b
State  Zip
Anne Lange _
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596 .

Dear Ms. Langc

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action
organization representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member
of the RFA, I respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing,

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already
occurring in the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal
migrations of striped bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are
large breeders, During these migrations, large numbers of bass are particularty vulnerable to
commercial nets, On the water observations have shown that there is already a significant
amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be
appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish
in the stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older,
larger fish, which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock
would be threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality
rate to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could
then result in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher
minimurm size limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which wuuld surely add up to lost
opportunities for the recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal

‘communities to be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to

continue the striped bass harvest moratorium in the EEZ,
Respectfully Submiited,

/44,
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Anne Lange

Chief, State—Fedcral Fisheries Dmsmn
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

Fax (301} 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing ndividual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMF$ must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 1s already occurring in
 the EEZ before opening these waters to diracted fisheries. Extepsive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anpually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water '
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed, :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the -
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatencd.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exXceed the targers sef in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

" THi mote restrictive mapagement measurcs for recreatidlial fishermen such as higher minimmm size. ~ -

imits, reduced bag lirits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opemng the EEZ a1 this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorjum in the EEZ

Respectfully Submitted,

I FISH 4 IVOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange _
Chief, grate-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of gustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
gilver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Bear Ms. Lange:

ND.BSE  pEaE?

Sep. 17 2003 12:27FM Pl

The Recreational Fishing Albance (RFA)1 2 national, Erassroois poiitical action organizarion
Tepresepting individual SpOTL fishermen and the sport fishng industry. As a member of the REA, 1
respectfully urge NMEFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that s already occusTIng in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal rigrations of striped
bass OCCUL annually in the Mid-Atantic EEZ and many of these fish arc 1aTge breeders. Duting these
mnigrations. large numbers of bass are partxcularly yulnerable 10 commercial nets. On the watel
observations pave shown that there i already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ dug 0 commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the Morarorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment § sLates, there are CODCETNS about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorinm would place an increased pressure on
which Amepdment & secks to ephance-
threatened.

“Purthermore, an oped parvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the f

the stock of older, larger, fish,
Thus. the long-terin sustainability of the stock would be

;shing mortality rate

1o exceed the fargets set I Amendment 6. ncreased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

in more r«:strictivenmﬁagemﬁm measures for recreational fishermen

=uch as higher FEiniaurn $1zE

fimgts. reduced bag Timits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

sacreational fishing SeCIOT-

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to-

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this Hme. 1 strongly urge NMFS to conunue the striped bass

harvest moratOriim in the EEZ.
Respectfully Submitted.

Py

HP.:;_________.,_._____.r__ﬂ_.

T Gignanae

1 FISH ¢ 1VOTE
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' .Anne Lange : ar ‘
Chicf, Statc-Federal Fisheries Division ]"[J ; @ W
Officr of Suscainable Fisheries | Yl Yii
National Marine Fisheries Service 2 44

1315 Easr-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 0910
Fax (301) 713-05%96

Dicar Ms. Lange,

]

I

1

1

1

:

i - The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a natibnal, grassroots polivical action ofganization representing indi-
! vidual sport fishcrmen and the sport fishing industry. As 4 member o?ﬂm RFA, I respecifully urge NMES to keep
i the EEZ closed to striped bass zishing. _ :

i First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in the EEZ before

i opeuing these waters to diected fisheties. Extensive coastal migrations of striped bass ocour annually in the Mid-

! Atlantc EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these migrations, stripers aggregate on bottom fea-
+  tuges that hold forage and use these arcas 25 winter feeding grounds. This makes large numbers of bass vulncrable to
| commercial fishing gear such as gillnets, small and large mesh trawls, mid-water trawls and pair gawls. On the water
! observations have shown that therc is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the EEZ due to com-
| mercial byeatch. It would niot be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is addressed. ‘

! Second, 15 Amendment 6 of the Adantic Striped Bass Fishery Man ent Plan states, there are concetns about
! the relative lack of larger fish in the stock. Many of the striped bass 1n the EEZ are hﬂc&mﬂlﬁ. Lifting the

| moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish, which

i enhance. Thus, the )fong—term sustainability of the stock would be threatened.

| Steiped bass are far too valuable o the recrestional fishing sector and coastal communitics €0 be compromised by
: opening the EEZ ar this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass barvest moratorium in the EEZ

i indefinttely or unti] time in which we more clearly understand the consequences of its removal, ‘

I

]

[l

ndment 6 sceks 10

* Respectfully Submitted, ~

1
1
I
1
[l
)
1
P |
1
i
]
x
¥
¥
]
1
1
1

101772003 03:06PM



1817 2E8A3 B2 44 MMFS SF 381-713-8596 =+ 93814272515 HO. 356 PEEs

DU LIe -

ag9/17/2883 22:19 EAT5227156 SHIRLEY & JIM BYRNE PacE Bl

. From: ”‘IIMH Fz %\L@ﬂm—

.Na'm, ‘

| S %Mw-‘. Etdﬂ
A dress
[wordess Cress W _oR260
QW o Sarg Zip
Anne[.ange

~ Chief, StaI.ELFﬁﬁEraT Fisheries Division
Office of Sustaingble hshgtrms '
Natipnal Marin= Fithéries Service
1315 East-West Hip‘%'way, Room 13317
Silver Spnnﬂ. MLy 20910
Fax (301) 713- 0595

Daar Ms Lange

. The Recnm{wnat Fxshmg Alliance (RFA)isa natmnal Erassroots p{)httcal action organization
‘ represemtmg m&ﬁ idttal sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
' 'respcctflﬂlv urge MM E5.to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fiching.

: Fmt NMFS 1nst address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmizal ?5 ir: the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
. migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly viulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
" .observations have uhﬂ'wn that there is already a significant amoupt of striped bass mortality in the
- EEZ due to cc;mmz umi bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moraiorium until this is
‘addressed
: S¢CQﬂd s Amﬂndment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lax:k of larger fish in the
- stock. Liftin g the muj_ ratorilm would place an'increased pressure on the stock. of older, larger fish,
‘which Amendaent & asﬂ.eks_to enbance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock Wcmld be
-threatened .
Funherm«:m arn cpﬁn harvest of striped bass in the EEZ conld cause the fishing mortality rate
_ to exceed the targeis set in ‘Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ, could then result
T T I more restrictive m;n&gement measnres for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
timits, reduced bay limfts, and shorter seasons which would sarely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fistiing, SO
, Smped h:m are fnr too valuzble to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comumnities to
be compmmﬁecﬁ Wy upening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to coatinue the stnpcd bass
harvest morammm* i the EEZ.

S o Respettfufly Submitted,
: . : L

Signatufe
{

/ IFISH « IVOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Easi-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring. MD 20910

77w The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization '
' representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA. 1
- respectinlly urge NMFES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS st address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur apmially in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, Jarge mymbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water -
observations have shown that there is already  significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, laxger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustamability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings n the EEZ could then result

TV _;{ﬁs landin
" fmits, reduced bag limits; o seer

i recreational fishing sector.

: Striped hass are far too valuable to the recrestional fishing sector and coastal cormmumities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH 4 IVOTE
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Anne Lange - ‘
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries '
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%6

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 15 4 national, grassroots political action organization ”
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I

. respectfully urge NMES to Keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES raust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waiers to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass octur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of thesa fish are large breeders. Duormg these
migrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ‘ -

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ ‘ : :
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
il more resirictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimoum size
limits, reduced bag Himits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorimm i the EEZ, ' i :

N

Sign;mm; %

IFISH ¢ I VOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service ‘
1313 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. 1

respectinlly urge NMFS 10 keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annnally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large pumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Sceond, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks 10 enhance. Thas, the long-term sustaiability of the stock would be
threat=ned. ' ‘ : )

Furthermnore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ conld cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the Largets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

“in more restrictive management measures for recrearional fishermen such as higher minimum size

lirmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable 10 the recreational fishing sector and coastal commurities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium i the EEZ. o

Respectfuily Submitted,

IFISH IVOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

. Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1313 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20210

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anpnally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

‘observations bave shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mertality in the

EEZ due 16 commercial bycatch, It wonld not be appropriate to remove the moratorium vntil this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 stafes, there are coneerns about the relative lack of latger fish in the

- stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wonld be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to excoed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

 in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons whiich would surely add vp to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commupities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectinlly Submitted,
Signature ‘

1FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
‘1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 1s a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS 1o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurming in
the EEZ before opening these waters (0 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. Dhiring these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
phservations have shown that there 15 already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to cormmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until ths is

- addressed. o
Second, as Amendment 6 states. there are CONCErns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place ap increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of atriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management mMeasures for recreational fishermen such as higher DML SIZE . . .-
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter s¢asons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the stripad bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respmtﬁﬂy Subynitted,

T

I1FISH « 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange ' Y
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division T -
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20810

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fxshmg Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassyoots po]jtical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass Bshing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occarring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migeations of striped

* bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these

migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amoynt of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' ‘
Second, as Amendment & states, there are CONCENS about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Arendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. g : ‘
. Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Ampendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result

in more restrictive management measores for recreational fishermen such as higher mindnmm size

Tirmits, reduced bag linits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up t0 Jost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. \

Striped bass are far t00 valuabie to the recreational fishing sector and coastal conumnitiés to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS (0 continae the striped bass
parvest moratotium in the EEZ. ]

Respectfully p ubmitted,

1071772003 03:06PM
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Antc Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisherics Division
Office of Sustainable Fisherics

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway. Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0598

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recrcalional Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
© representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry, As a member of the RFA, |
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must addecss the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 1s already occurting in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ. and many of these (ish are large breeders. During thesc
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown Lhat therc s already a sigmificant ammount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due oy commereial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriun untit this is
addressed.

Sccond, as Amendment 6 siates, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock, Lifting the moratorium would place an mereased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendmenl 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustamabiity of the stock woukd be
threatened. ‘

Furthermorc, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could causc the fishing mortalfity rate
to exceed the targets sel in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ. could then result

in more restrictive managcment measures for recrcational fishermen such as higher minimum size - . ..

fimits, recluced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing scclor.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fivhing sector und coastal communitics 10
be compromised by upen.mg the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

R > fully Submitled,

e

Signatre

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Mational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is ajready occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migratjons, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass moriality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this 1s
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, targer fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enbance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wouid be
threatened. : S ,

Furthermore, an open harvest of sriped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
brmits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surety add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commmunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted, .
“‘ﬂ A ' ,
P .9 . |
() i
%%ﬁmm- A
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Anne Lange ' ‘

Chief, State-Federal Ficheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

" National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, |
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters (0 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of sttiped
bass occur annually in the Mid- Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due (o commercial bycatch. It wounid not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment & states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

- which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to excead the targets set in Amendrment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in rpore resirictive mManagenent measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector,

Striped bass are far too valuahle to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectfully Submitted,

:Q_XL |
Signature ) :
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‘ Anne Lange F
Chief, State- Federal’ Fisbc,l’wt‘; Division
Office of Sustainabie Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highiway, Room 13317
. Silver Spring, MD 20914 . -
- Fax(301)713-0596 o

Dear Ms Langﬂ

The Recr&dtmml F:shmg Albance (RFA) is 2 natlonal, grassroots political action organization
representing individual apon fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I ‘
respectﬁally urge NMFS to k&ep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS st address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is ﬂready occurrmg in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur-annnally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commmercial nets. On the water
observations have showr that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commermal b}'calch 1t would not be appmpnam 10 remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. ' S

| Second, as Armnq_:‘mem 6 stam's,' there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratotinm would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment f:‘r mkﬁ ro enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthertmm an G]".'.\Cﬂ harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the ﬁshing mortality rate
to éxceed the targetb set.in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ ¢ould then result

in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minirmurn size
limits, reduced bag fimits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ~ |

: - Striped bass are fux !;oo valvable {0 the recreationa] fishing sector and coastal cominunities to

- be compromised by opening’ the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge N‘MFS to continue the striped bass

 harvest moratorium in the EEZ

Rﬂspectﬁluy Submitted,

" Signature

IFISH « I VOTE
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Amne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ‘ '
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Ailiance (RFA) is a national, .grassmots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal mierations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, Jarge numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorinm until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. , .
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortaliry rate
lo exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Inereased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in fnore restrictive management measures for recreational fisherien such as higher minimum size
liits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valiable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorinm in the EEZ. '

Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH ¢« IVOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Féderal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: _ _

‘ The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA., 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commereial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurting in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large pumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimuin size
Yimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector. ' o ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ) :

Respectiully Subnlitfed,
Sipfalure ‘

& IFISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange :

Chict, Sute-licderal Fsheries Division
Olhce of Sustainable lisherics

Nationah Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Fiast-West Highway, Reom 13317
Silver Spring, ML 20910

Yax (30)) 71305496

Vicar Ma. Lange: ‘

Yhe Kecieations! Lishing Alliance (REA) is & natippal, rassroots political action organization
representing idividoal sport fishermen and the spon fishing indusiry. As a member of the REA, !
respecttully urpe NMES to keep the EKZ clused to siriped bass fishing.

First, NMES nist address the commercial bycatch ot striped bass thit is already oCeurting in
the B bedore opening these walers to directed fisherics, Fxtensive coaslal migrations of siriped
bass oeeur anntially in the Mid-Atlamic BLZ. and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
g rations, Jage nunmbers of bass arc particulacly vulncrable to commaercial nets. On the water
ehweivations lave shown Dial there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortatity in the
b/ due Lo cotmercial bycateb, 1t would ot be appropriate 10 1emove the moraloriui until this iy

adilyessed. . ‘

Secomd, is Amendnient 6 staes, there are coneerng ahowt the relative Jack of Lager fish in the
stock. Fatting the moratorime woutld pliace an increased prossure on ihie stock of older, lwrger fish,
which Amcndiment 6 seeks 10 ephance. 'Thus, the long-terni snstainahility of the stock woukl be
thiveate e :

Furthermore, an open harvést of siriped bass in the KEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
{0 exceed the tarpels set in Anendment 6. Increased effort and landings n the BEZ could then result
i LOTe Testictive matiagenicnt iwcasuies foy tecicational ishennen such as higher mininuie §ize
lirnits, reduced bap limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up 10 1050 opporiumnities fuir 1hie

recreational Gxhing seclor,

striped bass arc far too valvable 1o the recreational-fishing seclor and coastal communities o
be: compromsed by opening the $HZ. at this time. 1 siron gly urge NMES 10 continue the striped biss
hatvest oratoriany in the LEZ . ‘ '

Respectiully Sutunilted,

1 FISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: .
The Recreational Fishing Aliance (RFA) is a national, £YASSTOOLS po]itical action organization

- representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, |

respectfitlly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

- Eirst, NMFS st address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is alteady ocevrring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisherics. Exitensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
FEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed. ‘ e
W

~Second, a5 Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened, _

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings the EEZ could then result

in more Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mintmum size
limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Stn'ggﬁ bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
~ be compromised by opemng ar this time. T strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

Lo d

|

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
. ' Re
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheres Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service '
1315 Bast-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20919

Fax (301) 713-0396

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliancc (RFA) is a national, srassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

_ First. NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 10 directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly volnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concetns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ‘ :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
1 more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities 10
be compromised by opening the EE7 at this time. [ strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

 harvest moratotium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
’,1'; i !
2l >
Signamre / < '

1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE ;
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Anne Lange

Chief. State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MI> 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:‘

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial by“atch of stripad bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
wigrations, large numbers of bass are particulatly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant arnount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to xemove the moratorium until this is

addressed.
Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Jack of larger fish in the

. stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, Jarger fish,
 which Amendment 6 sccks to enhance. Thus, the long-tetm sustainability of the stock would be

threateried.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings i the EEZ could then result

i more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

lirnits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreatiopal fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
t_-:: ‘ ‘ (..(é H'f" .
Sighhture o i

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange
Chief, Statc-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheties Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alljance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA. 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First. NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium yntil this is
addressed. : |

Second, as Amendment 6 states, the,re are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sceks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : '

Forthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
o exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Iandings in the EEZ ¢ould then result
i More restrictive managermnent measures for recreational fishetrmen such as higher minimum size =~
Ymits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunitics for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contitue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ, :

Respectiully Submitted,

JAK Sy

Sighhture Y ra {
IFISH ¢ 1 VOTE
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Fax (301) 713-05%6

- Dear Ms Lange

- The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS muist address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already Occumng in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large brecders. Dusing these
urgrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to cormmercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment. 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendiment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
-t exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and Jandings in the EEZ could then result
i thote TestHcTIVE TrianageThient meastres for récreationil fishermenrsuch-as higher minimum size

Yimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to jost opportnities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and ¢oastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the stnpcd bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ,

Respectiylly SUM

IFISH ¢ 1VOTE

Signature

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organizaticn
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that 1s already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters 1o directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this is

addressed. .

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are cancerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish.
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermeore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. o '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commuities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the siriped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectfully Submitted,
Sigmature .

1 FISH « IVOTE
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= Recreatmnal Fishing Allianee (RFA)is a nattonal grassroots political action organmat;onf
" m$ individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1.
‘ :lly urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. y

i st NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occumng
efore opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped |
anually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During tbeQG .
ge mumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets, On the watgr & . i
ervy have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in tl?é
d 1o- commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratonum until tlus= s

‘ _c¢ud as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger ﬁshiq ﬂw
ifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger ﬁsh.
nendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be -

' ; tincuvc managenmnt measures for rc:creatmnal ﬁsherman such as l'ugher minimum size G
_uch bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up te lost opportunitics for $h¢
iopal fishing sector. o

s 'nped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communitics ;o .

tomised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contmue the stnped bngs
poratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

KM,(}.@M
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Anne Lange

Chicf, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring. MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped hass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commetcial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders, During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to compercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns ahout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance, Thus, the long-ierm sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' : ‘ :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fisherman sguch as higher minimum size.
hioruts, teduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable {0.the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

‘be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. 1 strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ, ' .

gt L

/Bfgnﬂmr? J
IFISH « IVOTE
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Ammne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Diviston
Office of Sustainable Fishcries

Mational Marine Fisheries Service

13135 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing jndustry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ beforc opening thesc walers to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly volnerable to commetcial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

. EEZ due to commercial bycatch. Tt would not be appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 sccks to enhance. Thus, the Jong-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
ifl Tmore restrictive management measutes for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add jup to lost opportunities for the

- recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass arc far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ, at this time. T strongly nrge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorivm in the EEZ. ' | . ‘

IFISH ¢« TVOTE
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Annec Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Sitver Spring. MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: - e

' The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occuorring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large mumbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure On the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be.
threatened. '

Furthermore. an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more Testrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum xize .
limits, reduced bag finits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. )

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Subrmitted,

10/17/2003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service | ;

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Dear Ms Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots po]mr:al action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry, As a member of the RFA, T

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have showq that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropnatc to remove the moratorivim vnti] thas i is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relatwc lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratoriumn would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landmgs in the EEZ ¢ould then tesult
ITIOTE TEStHCTive TEmagen®eT measares for recreational fishernen such-ashigher- mimnmm size -
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surcly add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities o
be cornpromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratonum m the EEZ,

Respectiull

IFISH ¢ I VOTE
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-05%0

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a ember of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass oceur apnually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratoriumn until this is

-addressed. .

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressurc on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendmcnt 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort aud landings in the EEZ could then result

lirnits, reduced bag himits, aiid shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opporturnitics for the
recreational Dshing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communiﬁeg,m"'
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contipue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfully Submitted,

1A/

Signaturs bf
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federsl Fisheries Davision
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 .

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, |
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anrually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to conunercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

" Second, as Amendment 6 states; there are concerns sbout the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhiance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to excesd the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
o more réstrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
Yimits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I.strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ.
' Respectfully Submitted, ‘
Signature v . . :

I FISH ¢ I VOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries,

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD. 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: _

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, prassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed te striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anaually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large mimbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. :

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment ¢ secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6, Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in moTe restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits. and shorter seasons which would surely add up 10 lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. [ strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. :

Respectfull

1FISH ¢ IVOTE
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Anne Lange .

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service )
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:.

The Recreational Fishing Alliance {(RFA) is a national, grasémc:ts political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing-

First, NMFS must address the cotnmercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are Jarge bireeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. : J

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass n the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

" 1 more Testrictive MAnAgement measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size

" limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the

recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to contintue the striped bass
harvast moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Raspeciﬁlﬂy'Subnﬁtted,

gy&\/mx_g'

I1FISH ¢ 1 VOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainghle Fisharies,
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-03596

Dear Ms. Lange: . ‘
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasereots political action organization

" representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
- respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass !lshing_. :

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breaders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to corumercial bycatch. It would not be approptiate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. .

Second, as Amendment 6 Statcs, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. ' .

. Purthermore, an open hatvest of stripad bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I sttongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' .

Respectfully Submitted,
FLl
Signature 7 ' /
IFISH ¢« I VOTE

10/17/2003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

- Dear Ms. Lan-ge:

“in‘more restrictive’ management measares for recreational fishermoen such as higher mininmim size - - -

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

MNational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0556

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing mdustry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. '

First, NMFS imust address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, lacge numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycateh. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratotium until this is
addressed. '

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative Iack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

: phreatene.d.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to excesd the targets set in Amendment 6_ Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. :

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities 1o
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. | strongly urge NMFS 1o continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' ' -

Respectfully Submitted,

Signanre

IFISH ¢+ LVOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Maiine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ;
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange: .

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
répresenting individual sport fishetmen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commetrcial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercia) bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concems about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendiment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-tenm sustainability of the stock would be

threatened. .

: Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measires for recreational fishermen such as higher mininmm size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sectot. _ :

Sttiped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. .

Respectiolly Submitt

g
Signatnre-‘"/ ’
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Anne Lange :
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service =
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreations] Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, gragsroots political action prganization
representing individual sport ishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMES to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMES must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring io
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur anmally in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already 2 significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch, It would not be appropriate to remove the moratormin until this is
addressed.

Second, a5 Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to cnhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. - :

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and jandings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minipoum size
limits. reduced bag limits, and shorter $2as0ns which would surely add up 1o lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. ‘

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal comrmunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. : ‘ .

Respectfully 3 ed,

I FISH ¢ I VOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service -
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grasstoots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing indusiry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ, and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to cormmercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ duc to commerciai bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

~ stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened.

Furthermeore, an open harvest of stnped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing rmrtahty rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
In more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size =~

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
fecreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal c:ﬂmnmn.ities to
be compromised by opemng the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMZF'S to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ‘

Respectfully Submitted

IFISH ¢« I VOTE
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Anne Lange ‘

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (3013 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, [
respectiully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mugrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercia! bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

- addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 secks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. . | ‘

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
10 exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resuit
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add vp to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. -

Striped bass are far too valrable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to

be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFES to contitue the striped bass

harvest moratorium in the EEZ. _
Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH « IVOTE
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Anne Lange :

Chief, State-Federal Fisheties Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries -

National Marine Fisheries Service :
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization
representing individual sport fishermmen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed te striped bass fishing.

First, NMF5 must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is alveady occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water

‘observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate 10 remove the motatorium until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, ﬂﬁre are concerns about the relative lack of larger fishin the

stock. Lifting the moratoriom would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,

which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock wnuld be
threatened.
Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in more restrictive management measures for recreational fishermen such as higher mininum size - -
limits, reduced bag Limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities (o
be compromised by opemug the EEZ at this time. I strougly urge NMFES to continue the st:nped bass
barvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,

IFISH « I VOTE

101772003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange _

Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheties Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Fax (301) 713 0596

De:ar Ms Lange

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots pofitical action organization
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member. of the RFA, T
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed o striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of siriped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations lrave shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium. untll this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustamabﬂ]ty of the stock would be

threatened. _

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could canse the fishing mnortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then resnlt
in more restrictive management measures for recreattonal fishermen such as higher minimnm size
hmits, reduced bag himits, and shorter seasons which would sure]y add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal commumnities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMFS to continuc the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
/:
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Arme Lange

Cluef, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20010

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms Lang_e.: -
The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing-individual sport-fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, 1
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already oceurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atfantic EEZ and many of these fish ars large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable 1o commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is
addressed. -

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the

stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be

threatened.

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate

to cxceed the targets set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
TTin moTE restHeHvE e e s i dtivitat fishermen suchras-higher-minimum size ..

limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. . '

Striped bass are far 100 valuable to the recreationa) fishing sector and coastal commmunities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ at this time, { strongly urge NMFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ. ' '

Respectfully Submitred,

Signatire

IFISH + IVOTE

10/17/2003 03:06PM
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Anne Lange

Chnef. State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Nalonal Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20210

Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:

The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organizatitm;
representing individual sport fishermen and the sport fishing industry. As a member of the RFA., 1 g‘
respectiully urge NMFS o keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing. ‘

First, NMFS must address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
bass occur annually in the Mid-Atlantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
mgrations, iaree numbers of bass are particularly vulnerable to commercial nets. On the water
ehservations have shown that there i already a significant amount of striped bass mortality in the

EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would pot be appropriate to remove the moratorivm until this is
addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moratorium would place an increased pressure on the stock of older, larger fish,
which Amendment 6 seeks to enhance, Thus, the long-term sustamability of the stock would be

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
fo exceed the targels set in Amendment 6. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
it rHoTE restriclive management TRAsOTES 10T Tecreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector. '

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by opening the EEZ, at this time, ] strongly urge NMES to continue the striped bass

hurvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Subrmitted,
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Anne Lange o -
Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisberies

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East-West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ‘
Fax (301) 713-0596

Dear Ms. Lange:
" The Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) is a national, grassroots political action organization

representing individual sport fishermen and the spott fishing industry. As a member of the RFA, I
respectfully urge NMFS to keep the EEZ closed to striped bass fishing.

First, NMFS st address the commercial bycatch of striped bass that is already occurring in
the EEZ before opening these waters to directed fisheries. Extensive coastal migrations of striped
hase occur annually in the Mid-Atiantic EEZ and many of these fish are large breeders. During these
migrations, large numbers of bass are particularly vuinerable to commercial nets. On the water
observations have shown that there is already a significant amount of striped bass mortality In the
EEZ due to commercial bycatch. It would not be appropriate to remove the moratorium until this is

addressed.

Second, as Amendment 6 states, there are concerns about the relative lack of larger fish in the
stock. Lifting the moraroriim would place an increased pressure on the stock of older. larger fish,
which Amendment & seeks to enhance. Thus, the long-term sustainability of the stock would be
threatened. '

Furthermore, an open harvest of striped bass in the EEZ could cause the fishing mortality rate
to exceed the targets set in Amendment &. Increased effort and landings in the EEZ could then result
in'moTe Testrictive management measures £or recreational fishermen such as higher minimum size
limits, reduced bag limits, and shorter seasons which would surely add up to lost opportunities for the
recreational fishing sector.

Striped bass are far too valuable to the recreational fishing sector and coastal communities to
be compromised by openmg the EEZ at this time. I strongly urge NMEFS to continue the striped bass
harvest moratorium in the EEZ.

Respectfully Submitted,
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